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rivalry had developed between Nadir and Fatfr 'Ali Khan, but the former
succeeded in persuading Tahmasp to give him instead of his rival command
of the troops who were to deliver the attack upon the city.

Just as Mahmud had failed to take Isfahan by assault in 1722, so Nadir
failed to force'his way into Mashhad on this occasion. The reasons were
the same, namely, strong defences, manned by a fairly large garrison,
on the one side, and a relatively small attacking force, unprovided with
artillery, on the other. Under the circumstances, Nadir had no alternative
but to give up his assaults and besiege the city.

During the siege, the tension between Nadir and FatJbt 'Ali Khan
developed into a life and death struggle for supremacy, the issue of which
depended upon Tahmasp's attitude ; whichever could make his influence
prevail over the prince would be the victor. It appears that Tahmasp
had been annoyed at Path 'Ali Khan's behaviour, and that he was, therefore,
more favourably inclined towards his rival. Nadir took advantage of the
situation to persuade the prince that Fath 'Ali Khan was plotting to hand
him over to Malik Mahmud, with the result that Tahmasp had Fath
'Ali Khan put to death on the I4th Safar (iith October). Extremely
conflicting accounts of this affair are given by Nadir's apologists (Mirza
Mahdi and Muhammad Muhsin) on the one hand and by the Qajar
historians on the other. While 'Abdu'r-Razzaq maintained that Nadir
had traduced Fat^ 'Ali Khan and so caused him to suffer a martyr's death,1
Mirza Mahdi alleged that Fath 'Ali Khan had been intriguing against
Tahmasp even before Nadir's appearance on the scene. Tahmasp, he
went on to say, wished to put the Qajar chief to death, but Nadir said that
imprisonment would suffice ; Tahmasp agreed, but nevertheless had the
death sentence carried out without Nadir's knowledge.2 Mirza Madhi's
version does not read at all convincingly, and there can be no doubt
that Nadir's conduct was most blameworthy3; all that can be said in
extenuation is that, had Fath 'Ali Khan's influence with Tahmasp been
stronger than Nadir's, the last-named would almost certainly have suffered
banishment, if not death.

His rival being removed from his path, Nadir had no difficulty in per-
suading the supine Tahmasp to allow him to take over the control of
iffairs; he then made or rather caused to be made a number of appoint-
ments.4 He himself became Qurchi-Bashi (" Master of the Ordnance "),
md received the title of Jahmasp Quli (" Slave of Tahmasp ")Khan, while
Kalb 'Ali Beg, one of his brothers-in-law, was appointed Eshik-Aghasi.
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Hanway was of opinion that Fath 'Ali Khan was innocent of the charge, and that Nadir instigated

his murder; see his Travels, Vol. IV, p. 17.
For particulars of these appointments, see the Z.T., fol. 212 (b).